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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1^50 



The citation of information on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A, "Information Disclosure 
Statement By Applicant" is made pursuant to 37 CF.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. Pursuant to 37 C.F,R. 
§ 1.98(d), inasmuch as this application relies on prior application Serial No. 09/972,575 filed 
October 5, 2001, for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. §120, no copy of any patent, 
publication or other information previously cited by or submitted to the Office in such prior 
application is being provided herewith. 

The Examiner is speci fically requested not to rely solely on the information submitted 
herein. On the contrary, the Examiner is requested to conduct an independent and thorough 
review of the information, and to form independent opinions as to its significance. 

The citation of this information does not constitute an admission that any of the materials 
are available as a reference, nor does it constitute a waiver of any right Applicant may have under 
applicable statutes, Rules of Practice in patent cases, or otherwise. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return copies of the enclosed 
Form PTO/SB/08A and to indicate in the official file wrapper of the above-identified patent 
application that each item of the cited information has been considered- 
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and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. Va 22313-1450. DO NOT $END FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for PatBnts, P.O. Bo* 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, 

If you need stttetwice in completing the form, «tf 1-B00-PTO-9199 (1-600-766-9196) and select option 2. 



PAGE 5/7 * RCVD AT 1/25/2005 3:37:51 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:87293Q6 1 CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):0240 



01/25/2005 15:41 FAX 



@| 006/007 



FTG/SB/0aA (09-03) 
Approved for USO through 07/31/200Q. OmB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMEINTT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Papanrock Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are w ind to rfl*oond to a cqIIbcUph of Information unless rv contains » valid QMB control number. 



Substitute for form 144&VPTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use aa many snoots ay njcei«fi/)0 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing DatO 



January 21, 2005 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Aiiamey Docket Number 



Not yet assigned. 



Joseph C Walsh 



Not yet assigned 



Not yet assigned 
R029 1721,2 



Examiner 
Initiate* 


Ola 
No. 1 


Document Number 


it ft PATENT 

Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


DOCUMENTS 

Nome of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns. Unea. When; 
Relevant rBS&ages or Keievani 
Figures Appear 






us "4 f 284 r 197 


08-1981 


Meyers 








us " 4.431.1 29 


02-1984 


Froom 








us " 4,565,31 5 


01-1986 


Wagner et al. 








US "4,913,292 


04-03-1990 


Field 








us " 4.948,038 


08-1990 


Moeller 








us " 4,953,707 


09-1990 


Wein 








u$- 5,044,503 


09-1991 


Wein 








"5-5,141,150 


08-25-1992 


Plaessmann 








us " 5,154,343 


10-13-1992 


Stone 








us " 5.314,1 14 


05-1994 


Stone 








us " 5,328,091 


07-12-1994 


Koss 








us - 5.373,960 


12-20-1994 


Gunn et al. 








u *- 5.402,933 


04-1995 


Behrmann 








us- 5,505,374 


04-09-1996 


Stone 








us- 5,515.996 


05-14-1996 


Stone 








5,642.599 


07-01-1997 


Tisma 








us " 5,786,102 


08-04-1998 


Halletal. 








us " 5,810,250 


09-1998 


Stone et al. 








us " 5.857,614 


01-12-1999 


Welsh 





FOREIGN PATENTDOCLJ 


ME NTS 




Examiner 
Initiate' 


ate 
NO. 1 


Foreign P»t«nl Document 


Publication 
Data 
MM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pagea, Columns, Unas, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T* 


Country Coda*"rJumber 4 "Kjr»d CaciP(tf *nowrn) 








































h 









































Examiner 
Signature 



Considered 

■EyAWIHE^R- 1 Initial 1/ reference considered, whether or not citation Is In conformance with MPEP 609- Dr*w una through citation u nol ^ln ^rarnWarro and not 
considered, Include copy Of rhla form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation de*la,nelien number (o^hai). Sea Kinds Codas or 
USPTO Patent Document at www.u9Dto.nov or MPEP 901.04. 8 Enter Office that l*ued Ihe document, by W iw^erxer code (WIPO ^ar^ST^ For 
Japanese patent documents, th« indication of ihe year of Ihe reign of the Emperor must prtCOdO the serial number of the patent document. K«10 or document by 
the appropriate symbolB as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. "Applicant la lo place a chock mark hare If English language 

TW^IhBcU^ la required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 .Oft. The inrormaUon is required to obtain or retain a benefit by Ihe pubis which la to file (and by Ihe 

y$PTO to process) an application. Confidentiality Is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 *nd 37 CFR 1.14. This collection la estimated to Uke 2 hours lo complete, 
Including gathering. ^paring, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will very depending upon me IndMdueJ ewe. Any oomments 
on the amount oUima you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, *he^ be sent to the Chief ^medon C^ccr, U.S. Patent 
and I Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, AlMndna. V*A 22313.1450. DO NOT 3 END FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commission ar for Pltenta, P-O* Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22213-1450. 

ft you need assistance in completing the form, caff l-8Q0-PTCh9199 (1-800-7B9-9199) and select option Z 



PAGE 6/7 ' RCVD AT 1/25/2005 3:37:51 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0* FXRF-1/1 * DNIS: 8729306 1 CSID: ■ DURATION (mm-ss):0240 



01/25/2005 15:41 FAX 



© 007/007 



render the Papgrwpfh Reduction Ad of 1995, no pereoi 



PTO/SB/08A (OB-03) 
AppnAftdtor use through 07/51/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.5. Patent and Tradsmartt 0*nce; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
na are required *a respond to a collection of Infarmation unless It contains a valid OMB control number. 

Complete if Known A 



Substitute for Form 144S/PTO 



Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Uae as many *h44tt as naeettsa/y) 



Filing Dale 



First Namad inventor 



ArtUnil 



Examiner Name 



Attorney DooKet Number 



Not yet assigned 



January 21 , 2005 



Joseph C. Walsh, 



Not yet assigned 
Not yet assigned 



R029 1721.2 



U. 5. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Dale 
MM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Palenlea or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 








us " 5,875,963 


03-02-1999 


Stone et al. 








^5.911,359 


06-15-1999 


Stone at al. 








^ 5,947,368 


09-1999 


Thrasher et al. 








^5,957,280 


09-28-1999 


Frocke et al. 








gs " 6, 152,360 


11-2000 


Block et al. 








us " 6,1 95,959 


03-06-2001 


Tisma 








^6,223,507 


05-01-2001 


Tisrna 








us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












US- 









Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 

no; 



Foreign Patent Document" 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Country Coda 1 "Mumbor* "Kind Coo* 1 (tT known) 



Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
AppPcant of Clled Document 



Pages, Columns, Unea, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 



Examiner 
Signature 



Data 

Considered 



:italfon ir no* in conformance and not 



Examiner: initial if reference considered, whetrwr or not Citation la In conformance with MFfcP «uw. unr* line through citation If ntf In conft ^ 
considered. Include copy of this form witn next conmunicalion to wpdcanL Applicant'* unique citation designation number WtorW ™ JSSlS^ S 
USPTO P»lenl Documents at www.usoto.oov or MPEP 901 .W. 3 EntAf Office that Issued the document, by the two-later cods (WIPO Standard 5T.3). For 
Japanese pate* documents, the indication of the y.?ar o/iha reign of the Emperor muBt precede tne serial number oUbe pa^tdc^rnent. «nd^ ^curn^ by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the docurient under WIPO Standard 5T.1B If possible. Applicant la to piece a chock mart here If Entfltfi language 
Translation Is attached 

This collection of Information te nsqUnad by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 -93- The infonTiBUon is required to obLa.n or retain a benefit by the pubjto which is to Hie (andby^e 
USPTO » prows) an application. Conlidentlallry Is governed by 35 U-S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This coHeCtlO* is eallmated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, coring, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wrfll vary depending UpOMhe Individual case. Any comments 
on tr«7m^ofdn^yVu require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should t»sflnrto *» CWef formation Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Tr*Sema* ^ffiOT, P.O-Bo* 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES Oft COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner far Patents, P.O. BOK 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. . ^ 

if you need assistance in completing mo form, caff 1-BQQ-PTO-9199 (1-eoo-788-9l99) and select ophon Z 



PAGE 7/7*RCVDAT 1125/2005 3:37:51 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNlS:8729306 » CSID: ' DURATION (mm-ss):0240 



